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CLARE ABBEY. Co.Galway. 


COUNTY OF GALWAY. 63 


on the {cite of the old abbey by Walter de Bermingham, Lord 
Athenry, in the year 1425. 

THE ground being level and no ruins, the extent cannot be 
traced, ‘what remains are here exhibited, The market-place was 
part. of the abbey, and fo is the prefent parifh church. Henry a 
Moffop, the celebrated aétor, was born here, his father being re@or 
of Dunmore, ue : 

Tus view was den Pies an original drawing by Bigari, in 
the colleétion of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 





CLARE GALWAY ABBEY 


Ts.five miles north-caft of Galway, on a fmall river which falls 
mto Lough Corrib. John de Cogan, in 1290, here built a mo- 
naftery for Francifcans. ‘Ware, in his account of the bifhops of 
Tuam, informs us, that Philip le Blond, archdeacon of Tuam, by = | 
dire@tions of William de Bermingham, archbifhop of that fee, in 
1296, carried away the mitre, paftoral ftaff, and other pontificalia 
of the bithop of Enaghdune, which had been depofited in the con- 
vent of the friars of Clare Galway for fafe cuftody, until the creation 
of a’new bifhop. Gilbert, a Francifcan, who was confecrated to 
the fee of Enaghdune contrary to the will of the archbifhop, coms — + 
Peed to the pope of the injury done him. 

~ In 1368 Thomas Lord Athenry granted lands contiguous to the 
sown, for purchafing bread, wine, and wax for the church.—The 
high | tower in the middle of the church is ere&ed on arches, and 
ie chapel is the Romith mafs-houfe. 

- Turs View, which reprefents the fouth-weft afpect, was cae 
by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, June 11, 1792. 
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tt COUNTS OF GALWAY 


CLADAGH CASTLE. 


Tuts is four miles from Dunmore; it is a {quare tower-and well 
built. 

. Tats View was taken from an edaiiaa drawing by Bigari, in the 
| collection of the ee Hoos William ee 


“TUAM: ABBEY, 


e Tue rudiments of a town and religious foundation were firft laid 
by St. Jarlath here im the fixth century. This faint, if we believe 
our hagiographers, had divine gifts beftowed on him fufficient to 
_ attract crowds and people a defart. He had a prophetic {pirit, was 
_  conftant in, prayer, and every might made three hundred genu- 
_» flexions, and ‘as many every days His miracles were numerous and 
wonderful. 

_. Sr. Brennan defired him to go towards the eaft, “and where 
the wheels of your carriage break down; there,” fays he, “ conftruct 
a monattery.”. Every thing happened as)St, Brendan predicted; and 
' the»place, as Colgan informs ms, obtained: the name of Tuaim de 
 Gualand.) He had a large feminary of monks, over whom he long 
 prefided: ‘after his death they ereéted a:fmall. chapel, wherein they 
Pe . depolited his bones, and it was. called Teampul na Scrin, ‘or the 
Pe church of the fhrine, and ‘hisifeftival is ee ret 6th of spt 













the = hoe a view is s here given. In the 


3 Tuts View was taken elk an original drawing by Lieutenant 
“sam pee i799. 
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he would not falter have a nunnery — 
oth: faints curfed his eftablifhment, and it was 


VILLIAM ‘O'Kexry, in n 1400, erected a houfe here for Francif: 
s. He died in 1420, and the monaftery was reformed by Ma- — 
y, William's fon, in 1460 On the acceffion of James I. to the i 
ee and on the fuppofition that the king was well inclined to the 
Roman Catholic religion moft of of the religious houfes which were 
hot too ruinous, were repaired, and ‘had divine tvice performed in 
them by monks and friars, Kilconnel sien was + not negleéted 0 on 
this occafion. 

"Tus View was taken from an original ae by Bigari, in 
leétion of the Right Honourable ‘William bg aan 
















"The faaily a te alt was 
eno mean affiftants in aiding 
eat “aftle, as was ufual, was con- a 


Peromcil to parliament, mo 
out of the exchequer of 

. PRI ek leis r 
thuch altered by years and various poffef 
lly was.. It now confifts of a {quare tomers: 4 
built, of bec thon, ftanding in a large area, fu SAE 
ya wall of irregular figure, compofing a fort of hexagon, flanked. a 
on one fide by two towers. There is a projection at the entrance, 

Vou. 1. I ' and 















and a walk and parapet on the wall, in which one embrafure is 
Br. vifible, and probably there were more, which are now overgrown 
- with ivy. 

p ‘Tuis View was taken from an original drawing “a Bigari, in the 
; collection of the Bett Honourable William Conyngham. 


_ARDFINNAN CASTLE 


va one of the caftles erected by King John in 1184, who achieved 
nothing more, ‘during a ftay of cight months in this ifle, than con- 
fruding | three of thefe fortreffes. The fituation chofen for this 
old and picurefque, being an high rock, overlooking 
Suir: : the objet of the firft Englith fettlers was to fecure 
















AN ats an antient town before the arrival of the En- 
78, it had a religious houfe, named Druim-abbradb, 
dered and burnt. This after became an abbey of 
and was placed under the invocation of St. Finan, 
€ it derived its prefent name of Ard-Finan. It is feven 
niles ‘weft of Clonmell, Over the river Suir here is a bridge 
of 14 arches, ‘Beyond this bridge is a hill, on which Cromwell 
_ planted his cannon to batter the caftlé”” The breach he made is now 
thown, and the following ftory : When the place was befieged 
| by Oliver, a’ butcher was n x walls, who, while the fiege 
| Tafted, could never be scan on to come out of the room where 
if, he had placed himfelf; but when the breach was made, and the 
_ foldiers began to men he “ ~ an hanidfpike, and defended the 
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ge ge part of the Sells? the infide i is a ruin, lm : 
ae of ‘the roof of one of the rooms remains. 
Tuts: View was taken from an original Ae by Ant 
oe: Chearnley, in the colleétion, of the Right Honourable sf. 
bs alla 


' ABBEY OF HOLY CROSS, 


a A CELEBRATED Ciftertian abbey, on the river Suir, two miles fouth- 
weft of Thurles. Donogh Carbragh O’Brien, King of Limerick, 
founded an abbey here, in honour of the Holy Crofs, St. Mary, and 
St. Benedict. There is a tradition, delivered by O'Halloran, in his 
introduction to the “ Hittory and Antiquities of Ireland,” that Pope 
' Pafcal IJ..about 1110, fent a piece of the crofs to Murtogh, Mo- 
narch of Ireland, covered with gold and {et with precious ftones,— 
This, like moft other traditions, is a monkith fiction; for the in- 
duftrious Mr. Archdall, who has given a good account of tte abbey, 
could find in his refearches no traces of it. a awe 
- However, in confequence of this, or fome edly tend 
tale, the church acquired numerous benefactions and very large pro- — 
perty. King John, in 1186, confirmed King Donogh’s grants, and 
ordered that the abbey fhould enjoy all chartered liberties and free- 
doms. This appears by the following ‘fecord, 20° Edward I, * a 
4320: 
ae “4 Epwarp, by the grace of God, King of Bagiant Lord of ire 
: land, Duke of Aquitain, to all to whom thefe prefents thall come, 
' Greeting. Know ye, That brother Thomas, abbot of the church of 
Mary of the Holy Crofs, near Cathel, came into Our Chancery of — 
Ireland the day after the feaft. of Michael the Archangel, in the 
ae of Our reign, at Cafhel, and exhibited in Our faid. Chan- 
ae a certain charter, not cancelled, nor in any refpeét vit 
os pos the feal of John, formerly Lord of Ireland and Earl of } 
a ei i: thefe words: sat 
is aa Lord of Ircland and Earl if Ssetceios to all jute, bn 
fee I3 








© zons, &c. as well French as Englith, Welfh and Irifh, and all other 
‘liege men of Ireland, Greeting. Know ye, That, for the love of 
| * God, and for the falvation of my own, and the fouls of my prede- 
| *'ceffors and fucceffors, 1 have granted and given, and by thefe 
‘ prefents do grant and give, to God and the bleffed Mary of the 
| * Holy Crofs, and to the Ciftertian monks ferving God there, in free, 
a pure, and perpetual alms, the under-written lands, as fully and 
* freely as Domuald O’Brien, King of Lymbrick, gave and granted, 
* and by his charter confirmed, to the Ciftertian monks of the Holy 
‘ Crofs; to wit: Kelkaterlamunu, Ballydubal, Ballyidugin, Bally- 
* girryr, Ballymyoletobin, and Ballytheloth, Gardath, Ballafchelagh, 
* Ballythougal et Ithologin. Thefe lands I have given for the fal- 
- vation of my foul, and thofe of my predeceffors and fucceffors, and 
| * for the fouls of my foldiers who he there. To enjoy peaceably, 
_ with all liberties and free cuftoms, without any fecular exactions, 
‘ah in fields, ways, forefts, fifheries, &c. I have alfo granted, that 
ie they fhall be free from all mulcts in My courts, for what caufe fo- 
am * ever they fhall be amerced, and alfo free of all toll whatever; they 
~ ¢ hall fell or buy, for their own ufe, throughout My land of Nor- 
' mandy, England, Wales, and Ireland; and that their lands be not 
Bek ty put in plevine.  Witnefles, A. bifhop of Ferns; John de Courcy, 
_ ‘de Angulo, Riddel, chancellor; and David of Wales.” 

|. Taree abbots of this church, between 1186 and 1207, added the 
 eloifter. William O'Dwyer was the laft abbot ; he was ftiled Earl 
a of Holy Crofs; he was a Lord of Parliament, and Vicar General of 
2 the Ciftertian order in Ireland. The 5th of Elizabeth, this abbey 
and its large poffeffions were granted to Gerald, Earl of Ormond, in 
_ ¢apite, at the annual rent of 15]. 10s. 4d. 

. Tue abbey of Holy Crofg preferved its reputation for the miracles 
performed by the holy relique there depofited long after the Refor- 
:. ‘mation. The fuperftitious veneration of i it by the Irith, is mentioned 
_. in the Sydney State Papers. In 1579 one of the Defmond family 
made a pilgrimage there; and in 1600 O'Neil, under pretence of 
fimilar devotion, made a journey into secenge 3 to confer with. the. 


; ; geen Earl of Defmond. 
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“Tus View was taken from an original drawing by Barralet, in 
the collection ofthe Right Honourable William Conyngham; and 
is the tgs oe to this volume. 
1a We ee iad! ( ‘ i a 

(PLATI I. ) Tus abbey has eae been sagied as the bet 
built in the kingdom, but this is a miftake; the fteeple and chapels 
are highly finifhed; but the nave, aifles, and other parts, very in- 
differently executed. The fteeple is lofty and nearly fqvare, and fup- 
ported by a beautiful Gothic arch. At the eaft fide is a fmall chapel, 
21 feet in breadth and 24 in a length ; the roof is arched, and fup- 
ported by ogives from the fides and angles. On the fouth fide is a 
Gothic tomb, fuppofed to be ‘that of the founder, but without in- 
{cription. Tradition fays thisjis the tomb of the Good Woman who 
brought the holy relique hither. The nave is forty-nine feet broad 
and fifty-eight long; on each fid ¢ 
lateral aifles. ; 

On the fouth fide of the ths oir are two chapels, each about ten 
feet {quare; between thefe area double, row of Gothic arches, Ri 
ported by twifted pillars ; here the monks were waked: and on the 
north fide are two other chapels. he whole is a laboured pile, and _ 
is at prefent a magnificent ruin. 

Tis reprefents a general View of the abbey, and was taken from. 
an original drawing by Barralet, 
Bangareble William Conyngham, 
















COUNTY OF TIPPERARY. 
Berore this a caftle had been ereéted there by fome ef the 
Englith; for, ine 1208, Hugh de Lacy, Lord Deputy, upon fome 


mo r, marched into ‘Tipperary, and took from 
=. —_ Che caftle of Thurles. It was 













te | 
a 


, | [ ABBEY. 
Pre faites HR to Re 


A Cuero su abyss unde here by Donogh Carbragh O’Brien, 


! «D. 1200, and ener to ‘the Virgin Mary. It is fituated eight 
tiles eaft of Thur rt Iv was the laft abbot, to whom 
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